Life During the Great Depression

By: Mr. Michael A. McCarthy

mmccarthy@holyfamily.edu
Teacher Overview

· This lesson has been prepared to help the students gain a better understanding of the harsh lives of Americans during The Great Depression.
· 12th Grade American History Class

· Pennsylvania Academic Standards for History
· 8.3.12 D

· To complete this project, students will have available time during class to go on the computers and do some research, create presentations using Power Points and Microsoft Word.  Students will also have time to access the Internet for research.  After completing this assignment students will gain a better understanding of the depression.
Introduction

America will never forget the date October 29, 1929.  This was the date that the stock market crashed, and thus started the great depression.  Over the past couple of weeks we have been talking about how people went to bed on October 28th with no worries, but woke up October 29th with the roaring twenties coming to a tragic end.  How did people react to the depression?   How did Americans come to change their lives after stock market crash?  What kinds of living adjustments were made after the stock market crash?   What were Hoovervilles?  What part of the country were Hoovervilles mostly found?

Political leaders, especially the president, are elected because people believe they are the best person to run the country.  However, when tragedy hit that was not the case.  What did Hoover do to help end the depression?  When Franklin D. Roosevelt took office, how did he want to help the American People?  These are among the questions that you will be researching during your Cyber Inquiry.

In groups of four, two members will research the social aspect of the Great Depression (e.g. People’s reaction, changing in living, Hoovervilles).  The other two members will discuss the politics during the Great Depression (e.g. Hoover vs. Roosevelt).  After wrapping up the project, groups will submit one binder that includes the data covered on both topics. Neatness and organization are the key essentials to receiving a good grade.
Investigation

Explore the websites that are provided below as well as the portfolio in the classroom.  Remember these sources are just a stepping stone to your journey into the Great Depression.  Students are expected to use 4 websites and 4 books for a grand total of eight sources for the completed project.
· http://www.museum.siu.edu/university_museum/museum_classroom_grant/Museum_Explorers/school_pages/bourbonnais/page4.htm
· This website provides solid information on life in rural areas during the Great Depression.
· http://www.pchswi.org/archives/misc/lifedepression.html
· This website provides a paper that a high school student did using first hand experience on how life was like during the depression.
· http://www.42explore2.com/depresn.htm 

· This site provides a summary of the Great Depression along with other useful links.
· http://www.ecommcode.com/hoover/hooveronline/hoover_bio/pres.htm  

· This magnificent website provides everything that Hoover did or didn’t do for that matter during the depression.
· http://www.bergen.org/AAST/Projects/depression/
· This website is a magnificent tool that provides links to places that cover the philosophies of FDR and Hoover, definitions of key terms, problems and causes, and the benefits and disadvantages of The New Deal.


Gathering and Sorting

Students are encouraged and should do additional research on there topic that relates to the Great Depression by using further research via the web and library.  Sources must documented.  If you find an interesting website or book, then write it down and share it with other peoples

· Provide images on life during the depression.
· Provide images of Hoovervilles.
· Provide election results from 1932.
· Provide a list of the fireside chats that Franklin D. Roosevelt made.

· Provide Political Cartoons that explain Herbert Hoover and the Great Depression.
· Identify Roosevelt’s reason for a bank holiday.

· Provide photos that describe the lives of Americans during the. Great Depression.
· Provide information on how the Great Depression affected World War II.
· Students should also think about looking at pictures that describe what life was like during the 1920’s just before the stock market crash.
· Students should identify some of the reasons how the Great Depression affected World War II.
The Portfolio

In this portfolio, you will find books and magazine articles that you will find worthy of taking a look at in order to successfully complete your Cyber Inquiry.
Bernanke, Ben.  (2004). Essays on the Great Depression.  Princeton:  Princeton        Printing Press.

Himmelberg, Robert, F.  (2001).  The Great Depression and the New Deal.  Westport:  Greenwood Press.

Holford, David, M.  (1999).  Herbert Hoover.  Berkely Heights, NJ: Enslow Publisher, Inc.

Rothermund, Dietmar.  (1996).  The Global Impact of the Great Depression.  New York: Taylor and Francis, Inc.
Singleton, Jeff.  (2000).  The American Dole Unemployment Relief and the Welfare State in the Great Depression.  Westport: Greenwood Press.

Terkel, Studs.  (2005).  Hard Times: An Oral History of the Great Depression.  New York: The New Press.
Students are encouraged to use the above print sources for their assignment.  Each student is encouraged to use these books because they are essential guides to understanding the Great Depression Era.  However students may find other books too.  I strongly recommend that if students find good information on the topic, that they place the sources in the portfolio so others can view them.
Sharing
When doing this assignment, you will come across a lot of information.  However, I strongly recommend that you carefully choose the information that you will use when completing the assignment.  It is necessary and vital that you meet together as a group when deciding what information to present.  Groups will be required to give an in depth PowerPoint presentation.  At the end of the PowerPoint, all groups, including you should have a better understanding of the Great Depression.

Evaluation

Students will be graded on the rubric below.  When meeting with your group, make sure everyone is aware of the rubric.
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Introduction
Student disregarded the question at hand.
Student made an effort to answer the question, but really did not cover the basics.
Question was answered with almost no flaws.
Question was answered in great detail, no flaws in the answer.
____
Group Work
Students were not prepared as a group, showed no unity and group understanding.
On occasion the group worked together, but on other occasions did not. There was some unity and understanding among the group.
Students performed well together as a group. They had an understanding as a whole. Together they put forth an almost flawless presentation, but minor misunderstandings were present.
Student’s consistently worked together as a group. They fed off of each others knowledge on the subject matter. They were flawless in their execution of the project together.
____
Data Gathering
Students only used a quarter of the amount of sources required.
Students used half of the sources that were required in order to complete the project.
Students used 75 percent of the sources that were required to complete project.
Students used 100 percent of the sources that were required to do assignment.
____
Presentation
Students had no knowledge of the subject, and showed in there presentation.
Students showed some knowledge of the subject in their presentation, but were not consistent.
Students showed they had a good sense of the topic, and were consistent.
Students showed a strong sense of knowledge and were flawless in their presentation.
____
Grammer
There were many grammatical errors.
Grammatical errors were notable and present.
Not many Grammatical errors were present.
There were no grammatical mistakes.
____
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