Michael McCarthy

NTEQ Lesson 


NTEQ LESSON PLAN
Lesson Title:  The Kennedy Assassination
Subject Area(s): American History     Grade Level: 12
Lesson Summary
The Kennedy Assassination has continued and will always continue to baffle historians.  This is a lesson to allow students to use many different computer techniques and research methods to formulate a final Product
Learning Objectives
By the end of this lesson:
1. The students will be able to manipulate data to draw conclusions on if they think it was a single gunman or conspiracy theory that killed Kennedy

2. The students will be able to identify the results of the Warren Commission and James Garrison and the conspiracy theory

3. The students will be able to formulate a PowerPoint to present to the class to clarify their assigned angle

4. The students will exhibit a better understanding of their angles by constructing a mock trial.
Standards Addressed 
8.3.12.A  Identify and Evaluate  Primary Documents, Material Artifacts, Historic Sites important in U.S. History from 1890-Present
Materials
Textbook
Theme Paper, Pens, Pencils
The Warren Commission Report on Kennedy’s Assassination

Garrison’s Case for Conspiracy

The Abraham Zapruder Film

Computer

Pictures of the Crime Scene
Specify Problem
The Book is closed on Kennedy’s Assassination.  The government concluded that one gunman killed Kennedy.  However most people do not buy that.  Today, we are going to decide as a class who killed John F. Kennedy.  Was it a single gunman or conspiracy?  Half of the class will research and defend the Warren Commission and the other half will defend the Conspiracy through a PowerPoint and mock trial.  All the history teachers will act as the Jury.  Today, as a class, we are going to decide who killed Kennedy
Computer Functions/Data Manipulation
	Computer Function

	Computer Application
	Data Manipulation



	MakeA Computer Based Presentation
	PowerPoint
	Organizing Information onto slide

	Research
	Search Engines
	Organize the Information

	
	
	


Results Presentation
After data is recovered and manipulated, the students will meet in their group to discuss what information will be incorporated into a scholarly PowerPoint that will defend their respected angle.
Multidimensional Activities
Lesson Introduction – 
I would tell the students three accurate bullets fired in a matter of 4.6 seconds killed J.F.K, a president in the prime of his youth.  The Warren Commission concluded that there were no other gunmen.  However there is not substantial evidence for or against a conspiracy.  I need six volunteers to sit in the six desks that are set up like the motorcade so I can demonstrate the magic bullet theory.  After the demonstration I will ask them if they think such a bullet is possible.  I would then tell them that many people in the 1960’s pondered the same question.  Over the next few days, you will have the chance to research and defend your particular angle.
Computer Activities
Activity 1

Activities to be completed:

Prior to going to computer

1.  Analyze the broken slow motion version of Zapruder Film
2.  Review the Warren Commission.
3.  Analyze the Crime Scene Photos
4.  Review the Transcript of the James Garrison Transcript
At the computer
1.  Search for Primary documents that support your assigned angle
2.   Search for Statistics on what other people think of the Assassination
3.  Start organizing the information so when you meet with the others who have your angle, every thing is organized and everything will flow smoothly
After going to computer

1.  The students will meet in the group that has their designated angle of the assassination
2.  The Students will discuss what information is important for the development of their PowerPoint and what information is not important.
3.  Students will decide what aspect of the PowerPoint they will be responsible for
Supporting Activities
Activity 1

Activities to be completed:

1.  The two sides will present their PowerPoint
2.   Each student is required to participate in the presentation
Culminating Activity
Now that we have seen the presentations of both angles, it is time to conclude with a final hypothesis on whether it was a conspiracy or single gunmen through a mock trial.  The other history teachers have agreed to act as the jury.  So basically, reinforce your evidence and findings to the jury
Assessment 
The below Rubric will be followed for grading (see below)
	Objective or Performance
	Beginning

1
	Developing

2
	Accomplished

3
	Exemplary

4
	Score

	1. Group Work

	The student showed lack of participation in group
	The student showed some participation, but had very little to offer
	The Students showed solid participation in group and made several contributions
	The student displayed a natural ability to participate in the group, and made enormous contributions
	

	2. Research

	The student did no research 
	Some research was done.
	Student did a good job researching items that could help the group
	Enormous amount of time spent on research is evident
	

	3. Presentation

	No participation or interest in Presentation
	Some Interest, but no real participation in presentation
	Showed Interest and Participation in Presentation
	Interest and Participation is clearly demonstrated
	

	4. Mock Trial

	Student Contributed nothing to the trial
	Minimal contributions were made
	Student contributed to defense of their angle
	Student showed intense emotion and made significant contributions when defending their angle
	


 Final Grade________/16
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