Michael McCarthy

Student Teaching


I. Part III  A Battle that Saved a Nation 
II. Organization: Whole Group

III. Objectives

a. The students will be able to identify why the Battle of Trenton was so important by placing themselves in the shoes of a British and American Soldier.
IV.  Standards for History in PA
a. 8.3.6.A  Identify and explain the political and cultural contributions from the beginnings to 1824.
b. 8.3.6.B Identify and explain primary documents, artifacts, and historical sites important in the U.S. from the beginnings to 1824.

V. Material

a. PowerPoint
b. Textbook

c. Laptops
d. Printed out Chart
e. Washington’s Crossing Video

VI. Procedure/Intro

a. Motivation

i. It is Christmas day, a day that is normally spent with your family

ii. However if you were fighting in the Revolutionary War, you were either celebrating with the British Army in Trenton, or planning to cross the cold Delaware River to plan a sneak attack on the British.  
iii. This would be the battle that made a nation

b. Developmental Activities

i. The class will be broken into two sides, one side will be the British and one side will be the Americans
ii. Each student will get a laptop to do research

iii. The British side will research and share what they were doing on Christmas night, why they were not ready, and how they felt about the sneak attack.
iv. The American side will research and share with the class the planning behind the attack, what they were thinking about as they crossed the river, and why this battle was such a morale boost for the colonial army.

v. Each student will talk from the view point as if they were there during this battle.
c. Closure

i. The students will fill out a chart comparing the British Point of view and American point of view during this battle

VII. Adaptations:  If a student chooses to work alone, it will be applicable because everyone will have a laptop.  Patrick will be allowed to work with books because he prefers books.  I will place Steve’s seat near Mike so he can help Steve if Steve needs help because Steve is not great with a laptop.
VIII. Evaluation
a. Teacher:  If the group work aspect works, it will stay incorporated in the lesson.
b. Student:  At the end of the unit, the kids will be given a test
IX. Follow Up: The students will complete a one page reflection on how the Trenton battle turned the war.
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