Michael McCarthy

Lesson Plans


I. Part II A Vote to Start a Nation

II. Organization: Small Group

III. Objectives

a. The Students will be able to identify the states that voted yea and nay for the Declaration of Independence.

b. The students will be able to manipulate data to draw conclusions on why the colonies chose independence

IV.  Standards for History in PA
a. 8.3.6.A  Identify and explain the political and cultural contributions from the beginnings to 1824

b. 8.3.6.B Identify and explain primary documents, artifacts, and historical sites important in the U.S. from the beginnings to 1824.

V. Materials

a. Pens

b. Notebook

c. Textbook

d. Laptops
VI. Procedure/Intro

a. Motivation

i. Imagine a warm hot summer day in July, and on that day having to make the decision of voting for or against independence.
ii. Today, the room is set up differently because instead of lecturing on the Second Continental Congress, we are going to hold one ourselves.  I will act as John Hancock, and the rest of the class is going to be broken into pairs to defend your case.
b. Developmental Activities

i. Students will be broken up into pairs, each pair representing a colony.  The groups will have 15 minutes to do some research on the colony they were given.  One member of the pair can research via the textbook and the other via the laptops that belong to the school, but we were allowed to use today.
ii. Once, the research is done, each pair will report in front of the congress with their vote, why they voted that way, how they went about reaching the vote, and if there was any friction about the vote.

c. Closure

i. Students will fill out a table with how each state voted and if their was any friction among each colony

VII. Adaptations: Steve is not great with computers and types slow, so he is paired with Mike who is really good with the computer. Patrick enjoys using books to do research, so he will allowed to use books while doing his share of the research. 
VIII. Evaluations

a. Teachers:   As long as the mock debate does not get out of hand, it will remain for every class
b. Students:  At the end of the Unit, the students will be given a test.  Students will also submit a short reflection on hot day in what it was like to be part of that hot day in July.
IX. Follow up:  Students will read pages 211-220 which details the Battle of Trenton.
Closure

	State
	How they Voted 
	Why they Voted that Way

	Pennsylvania
	
	

	Virginia
	
	

	South Carolina
	
	

	Rhode Island
	
	

	North Carolina
	
	

	New York 
	
	

	New Jersey
	
	

	New Hampshire
	
	

	New England
	
	

	Maryland 
	
	

	Georgia
	
	

	Delaware
	
	

	Connecticut
	
	


